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Inverness Science Festival Family Day May 7th 2022

It is a free event open to the public from 12- 4pm.  Event participants can have access to the hall from 11am on the 7th for setting up and until 5pm for clearing away.

The event is being aimed at families and in general attracts adults with young children from  pre school to S1.  The is the first weekend of the festival, which runs from end of April   to 13th May.

Tables and floor are provided free of charge.  If you could give some indication of your requirements on the attached from then we will allocate you space, electrical supply etc. as appropriate. Free merchandising – think green – reduce single use plastics! Donations for as prizes for scavenger hunt much appreciated.

On the day we encourage the event participants to have a mixed range of material on their tables and an ‘expert’ for the public to talk to. This could take the form of information sheets, photographs of relevant kit, examples of equipment etc. Ideally a family based activity is always a winner. An activity can take many forms and the science festival team are available to discuss and development with you any ideas.

Example activities:

i) Construction – using bricks, sand, water and an oscillator to demonstrate the principles of foundation design – ask participants to build a foundation (set size) for a house. Place in container with a sand/ water mix, place on oscillator – How far does house sink – how good are its foundations.

ii) Health and safety – poster showing a ‘cartoon scenario’ e.g. a house and ask participants to add ‘ magnetic arrows’ to indicate ‘problems’ this can lead on to a discussion of why a fire blanket is need in a kitchen and where it can be located etc.

iii) DNA – Skin DNA sequence bracelets. Demonstrate how DNA consists of matched pairs and ask children to make a bracelet of colored beads following a specific sequence.

iv) Show and tell. Bring along a selection of intriguing objects related to your area of interest – if possible encourage the children to examine them and suggest what they are used for – or to identify them. This is quite good for geology, ornithology and bee keeping groups.
Participants Name: 
Main Contact: 
Contact details:  telephone or email contact. 

Suggested number of tables -   
Electricity - 
Floor Space -  
Inverness Science Festival Events Summary
The Inverness Science Festival is going ‘hybrid’ in 2022. This means that the festival will consist of a selection of online and hands on events.

The festival has three audience streams. 

i) School    Month of May.  
Where possible small in school workshops aimed at individual classes (or whole school group how). If school visits are not possible then Science Festival aims to provide all 20 schools in Inverness Area with a Science Busking kit (p5-7) supported by lesson plans and videos.

ii) Family    29th April to 14th May.
 Selection of events aimed at the whole family. Online daily activities which can be done at home.  In person events: Family Day 7th May 2022 and 30th April to 14th May City Science Scavenger hunt (with if possible small stalls on 7th May along the route)

iii) Public     29th April to 14th May Lecture series
If possible, a small set of in person lectures at Inverness College.

Supported by a set of 10 minutes ‘science passion’ videos release each evening.

We look for support in any of these areas

i) Online – any content to link to our ‘Get outside page’. Sites external to the festival which have science information and activities which will interest visitor to the pages.

ii) Lectures – 40-minute lecture with 10-15 minutes of questions at a central venue for example Inverness College.

Attendance can vary .

iii) Schools – in school sessions. We like hands on activities aimed at individual classes which allows all to participate (45 minutes or so).  Schools were looking for in person session but whether this will continue with current Covid situation is the question. If not I will prepare boxes of equipment with supported lesson plans and videos.

iv) Family

At the moment I have two streams

i) Online. Looking for short videos we can release each day with an activity for children/ families to try at home. Can even include things like a walk on the beach – what to look out for. Recycling instructions for your blue bin. How to change a bike wheel – open to ideas.

ii) Online. We do have an online science fayre which includes lots of activities but in a pdf format. These I ask to consider i) costs and ii) environmental awareness (so recycling or no plastic etc).

iii) In person. In 2022 this, at the moment, is our family day with an associated scavenger hunt.

The scavenger hunt. I am looking at getting lamppost signs and placing them on a route form Inverness leisure to city centre. If possible, for the two week period of festival.

On Sat 7th I have Family Day at inverness Leisure. Tables are available free of charge to all community and partner groups. Here we ask for activities based around science that children can participate in – so building a balloon powered car, looking at rocks, a recycling game. Once again very open. I am considering having small activity stalls along the scavenger route to augment this on the Sat if there is sufficient interest.
